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For Immediate Release

Contact:  Allison Kaiser   (859) 254.7024

AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park 
celebrating a new name for the Fair’s 34th year
Lexington, Ky. – The Lexington Art League (LAL), Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government (LFUCG) Division of Parks and Recreation and American Founders Bank proudly announce the name change and future commitment to the AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park.  Formerly the American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair, the new name celebrates American Founders Bank’s past and future commitment to this major regional event.  The Fair has been held annually, the third weekend in August, for 34 consecutive years in Lexington.  The dates for the AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park are August 15 & 16, 2009.
“American Founders Bank has made another three-year commitment, beginning this year, to be the title sponsor for the Fair,” announced Paula Anderson, President of the LAL Board of Directors. “AFB’s support has been a significant force in our ability to improve the Fair’s positive impact on Lexington and this commitment ensures stability for the future of the AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park.   We are delighted to have American Founders Bank as a long-term partner in presenting one of Kentucky’s most important cultural traditions.”
AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park is Lexington’s largest, free, outdoor cultural event with over 65,000 visitors coming to Woodland Park during the two-day event.  In addition to 200 of the nation’s finest juried artists, the Fair offers free live entertainment on the Gazebo Stage, hands-on art activities for children and families in the Mutual of Omaha Kid Zone, free Wild Kingdom Adventure Tour, free interactive demonstrations, great Kentucky food and plenty of opportunity to bump into friends. Admission to Fair is free.
AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park features 200 artists and craftsmen from around the nation, including 51 of Kentucky's finest artisans.  All artists must apply to an independent jury process, and are accepted into the Fair based upon juror rankings.  570 national and international artists applied for 200 available spots for this year’s Fair.  

Exhibitors from Kentucky, 23 other states and Canada will show in 12 media categories, including 2D Mixed Media, 3D Mixed Media, Ceramics, Drawing/Pastels, Graphics/Printmaking, Fiber/Leather, Glass, Jewelry, Metalwork, Painting, Photography, and Woodwork.  All artwork will be available for purchase. 

The Fair has received several national, regional and local honors including being voted a Top 15 “Fine Art & Design Show” in the nation by Sunshine Artist Magazine, a Top Twenty Event by The Southeast Tourism Society and a Top Ten Festival by The Kentucky Tourism Council.  
The Mutual of Omaha Kids Zone with the Wild Kingdom Adventure Tour is new this year and promises to be an exciting addition with habitats representing Africa, Asia and the Arctic - featuring life-like animatronic animals. The Mutual of Omaha Kids Zone will also offer free, hands-on art projects offered by various Lexington community organizations.   Patrons will enjoy free live entertainment on the Gazebo stage, a sizzling Food Court full of flavor and a shaded Beer Garden open to Fair patrons aged 21 and over.  
Fair patrons will once again enjoy hassle-free parking, thanks to American Founders Bank and the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government. Free parking lots are available at American Founders Bank’s downtown Lexington branch (corner of Rose St. and East Main) and in the LEXTRAN Transit Center parking garage (enter from E. High Street near the Lexington Ave. and MLK Blvd. intersections).  Signs will be posted directing patrons into the lots.  LFUCG Division of Parks and Recreation will provide free shuttle service, including one wheelchair-accessible van, from these locations.  Shuttles will circulate approximately every ten minutes.  Due to road closures for the Mid-Summers Night Run in downtown Lexington, shuttles will not run to the AFB lot between 5:00 and 6:30p.m. on Sat, August 15. Shuttle Service will resume at 6:30p.m. to take Fair patrons from Woodland Park to their cars.
Fair patrons preferring to bike to the AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park can do so without worry. There will be a Bike Check available in the Woodland Park racquetball court on High Street.
The AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park is a significant asset to Lexington and supports LAL’s vision of making visual art the lens through which central Kentucky distinguishes itself as a progressive, inclusive and vibrant region.  For additional information or high resolution photographs, please contact Allison Kaiser 859.254.7024.
 AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park 2009 entertainment and Mutual of Omaha Kid Zone schedules:
Mutual of Omaha KIDZONE 2009 SCHEDULE

Saturday August 15th

10 AM – 12PM 

FIBER GUILD OF LEXINGTON- found object recycled fabric collage
UK ART MUSEUM - folk art dimensional sculpture and paintings. 
12PM – 2PM 

LEXINGTON HUMANE SOCIETY - Jungle animal puppets 
SISAHPROMATEM ART FOUNDATION – mixed media sculpture 
2PM – 4PM 

SAYRE SCHOOL – rock & roll with repurposed 45’s 

LEXINGTON CHILDREN’S THEATRE - comedy and tragedy drama masks

4PM – 6PM
NAMI LEXINGTON - “Walks” of art: a hands-on art project  

Sunday August 16th

11AM – 1PM 

KHARMA KIDS YOGA - breath art, pinwheels, madalas and self-portraits. 

HEADLEY WHITNEY MUSEUM - unique masks. 

1PM – 3PM 

LIVING ARTS AND SCIENCE CENTER - Super-Swirling Ribbon Wands 

MARY TODD LINCOLN HOUSE - miniature portraits  

3PM – 5PM 

 CARDINAL HILL REHABILITATION HOSPITAL - hands-on art project for the family 
Entertainment Schedule

Saturday August 15th

10:00-10:45  Willie Eames

11:00-12:00  Kava Java Trio

12:15-1:15  Mother Jane

1:30 – 2:30  The Betweeners

2:45 – 3:30  Big Papa Stampley

4:00 – 5:00  The Stacie Collins Band

5:15 - 6:00  Fuma

Sunday August 16th

11:00-12:00  Robert Tincher

12:15-1:15  Rakadu Gypsy Dancers

1:30-2:30  Carla Van Hoose

2:45-3:45  Mountain Echoes

4:00-5:00  Stir Fry 

WHO:

Lexington Art League and LFUCG Division of Parks & Recreation
WHAT:

AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park 2009
WHEN:

Saturday, August 15, 2009
10 am – 6 pm



Sunday, August 16, 2009
11 am – 5 pm

WHERE:
Woodland Park near downtown Lexington, KY



(E. High St. between Kentucky Ave. and Clay Ave.)

PARKING:
FREE at American Founders Bank’s downtown Lexington branch (southwest corner of Rose ST. and E. Main ST.) and in the Transit Center Parking Garage (entrance at High St., between Lexington Ave. and Martin Luther King Blvd.)

SHUTTLE:
FREE, from AFB Parking lot and Transit Center Parking Garage listed above, provided courtesy of LFUCG Division of Parks & Recreation. Shuttles circulate approximately every 10-15 minutes.  Accessible shuttle for physically disabled persons available.

ADMISSION:
FREE and open to the public

MORE INFO:
Allison Kaiser, LAL Executive Director, 859-254-7024 or akaiser@lexingtonartleague.org
WEB:
http://www.lexingtonartleague.org
Hi-res photos available on request
The AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park 2009 is presented by:

Sponsors & Partners:  

American Founders Bank 



Lexington Art League

LFUCG Division of Parks & Recreation

Smiley-Pete Publishing

LEX 18

Cumulus Lexington

Mutual of Omaha Wild Kingdom Adventure Tour
Toyota Motor Manufacturing of Georgetown

Lexington Clinic
Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company

Good Foods Market & Café 

The Salon Professional Academy
Chiro One
Beau Graphics
Lexington Downtown Hotel & Conference Center

Award Sponsors:

Award of Excellence – Pepsi-Cola Bottling Company of Lexington / Walter Gross III,

Cutting Edge Award - Crawford Builders, Inc.
Best of Kentucky - Michael Cox / Miller, Griffin and Marks P.S.C. 

Merit Awards:
Bluegrass Mailing 

Bluegrass Sotheby’s International Realty, Becky Reinhold  
Wise DelCotto, PLLC  
Fitzsimons Office of Architecture 

Trademark Salon

Karen Carey 

Pamela Perlman Law Office
Johns Run Walk & Johns New Shoes 
Purchase Awards:

Susan and Steven Goldstein  
Sturgill, Turner, Barker & Moloney, PLLC 
Special Thanks:

Lynagh’s
Architectural Kitchens & Baths 

Johns Run Walk & Johns New Shoes

The Paperweight

Kentucky Eagle Beer

Third Street Stuff Coffee

Magee’s Bakery

Mothers of Preschoolers at Tates Creek Christian Church
Bluegrass Community and Technical College

Bike Lexington

Bluegrass Cycling Club

Lexrides

Mayor’s Bike Task Force

###
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.




















































