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25th Annual QX.net Nude Explores Humanity thru Figurative Art 

Lexington, KY – QX.net Nude, an exhibition focused exclusively on the form, function and metaphoric potential of the human figure, returns to LAL @ Loudoun House in January. The exhibition, now in its 25th year, is one of the Lexington Art League’s most highly anticipated shows of the year.


“QX.net Nude explores issues of modern life, modern identity, and the social and sexual politics that impact us all,” said Becky Alley, LAL’s exhibitions and programs director. “Part of the appeal of this exhibition is the universality of the human vessel. Regardless of the context of the art, the themes inherit in it, or the history viewers may have with art in general, the nude figure triggers personal associations and forces us to look within ourselves.”


Featuring 50 works of art by contemporary artists from 22 states and British Columbia, QX.net Nude includes painting, drawing, sculpture, photography, 3-D mixed media, illustration, installation, video and interactive digital art. More than 600 submissions were received for consideration, and of the artists juried into the exhibition, 12 are from Kentucky.


“In reviewing the submissions to QX.net Nude, we were able to gain insight into the processes and themes being explored by contemporary artists through the use of the human figure,” said juror Karen Gillenwater, curator at the Carnegie Center for Art & History in New Albany, Ind. “Figurative art has been around for 10,000 years, and still, even after all these years, artists are using the human figure in art to inspire thought, reflection and appreciation in new and exciting ways.”


Because of the popularity of this exhibition, LAL will host an opening preview party on Jan. 14 from 6-10pm at LAL @ Loudoun House. In addition to being the first to experience QX.net Nude, ticketholders will be treated to live jazz by Detour Ahead, heavy hors d’oeuvres by Bluegrass Catering and the Barrel House, drinks from Kentucky Ale, Kentucky Eagle, and Pepsi, and live body art demonstrations. Tickets, $40/non-members and $30/members, can be purchased at www.lexingtonartleague.org or 859-254-7024. The exhibition will open to the public Jan. 15-March 13, and Fifth Third 4th Friday events will be held on Jan. 28 and Feb. 25, 6-9pm. QX.net Nude has been supported by Lexington-based internet service provider QX.net for nearly a decade and is presented by MD Update with support from the American Association for Nude Recreation.

Gillenwater, who juried the exhibition with University of Louisville Professor of Painting Mark Priest, will discuss the exhibition in greater detail at LAL’s ARTalk on Feb. 12, 3-4pm, at LAL @ Loudoun House. Audiences will also have a chance to explore the artwork from the artists’ perspective on March 8, 7-9pm, when ARTalk features artists from the exhibition. ARTalks are free and open to the public.


LAL is also providing audiences the opportunity to engage in the creative process of figurative drawing and painting through workshops with esteemed artists Dong Feng Li and Sal Villagran. Nude figure drawing with Li, who is a professor of art at Morehead University, will be held on Wednesdays from 6-9pm, Jan. 19-Feb. 9, and on Saturdays from 10am-1pm, Feb. 19-March 12. Villagran, an American Artist Self-Portrait Competition winner, will lead figure painting workshops on Saturdays from 9am-12pm, Jan. 22-Feb. 12, and on Wednesdays from 6-9pm, Feb. 16-March 9. Workshops are $85 ($70 for LAL members) and will be held at LAL @ Loudoun House. To register, contact jcuriel@lexingtonartleague.org.

“QX.net Nude challenges us to reflect on our personal identity and what it means to be human,” said Kurt Gohde, president of LAL’s Board of Directors. “Through this engaging and inclusive exhibition, visual art provides us an opportunity to learn and grow. It is a tool for understanding ourselves, each other, and our shared humanity.”
About LAL

The Lexington Art League is Lexington's oldest and largest visual arts organization. LAL envisions visual art as the lens through which central Kentucky will distinguish itself as a progressive, inclusive and vibrant region. LAL presents original and creative programs, with a reputation for thought-provoking content, that illuminate the role of visual art in contemporary life. To learn more about LAL and its effort to present art that is for everyone, please visit www.lexingtonartleague.org.
About QX.net Nude Jurors

Karen Gillenwater is curator at the Carnegie Center for Art & History in New Albany, Ind., where she plans art exhibitions and programs. She is also part of the team implementing the New Albany Bicentennial Public Art Project, an exciting new venture created by the Carnegie Center and the New Albany Urban Enterprise Association. Gillenwater was formerly Director of Art Galleries and Curator of Collections at Georgetown College in Georgetown, Ky., where she implemented the Live. Learn. Believe. Outdoor Sculpture Exhibition on the college’s campus and served as adjunct professor of art history.  Previously, she held the positions of curatorial administrative coordinator at the Speed Art Museum in Louisville, Ky., and adult programs coordinator at the Denver Art Museum in Denver, Colo.  She holds a Master of Arts in art history with a concentration in museum studies from the University of Denver and a Bachelor of Arts in art history from the University of Evansville.
Mark Priest has a B.A. in painting from the University of Louisville and an MFA in painting from Yale University. Besides being a former machine operator for CSX Railroad, he has worked in many positions teaching art: guest artist/instructor at Manual High School in Louisville in 1986, teaching assistant under Professor Richard Ryan in intermediate drawing at Yale, and teacher at the Visual Arts Association in Louisville and at Seminole Community College in Sanford, FL. An award-winning artist, Priest’s work can be found in work the collections of the George Meany Labor Center in Washington, D.C.; the Kildare County Arts Center in Newbridge, Ireland; Brown-Forman Corp.; Orlando City Hall of Orlando, FL; the First National Bank of Louisville; and others. Priest is currently an associate professor of painting and drawing at U of L, a position he has held since 1993. 

#####

Current LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House Lawn – Kansas-based artist Matthew Burke designed a site-specific interactive sculpture inspired by the Bur Oak tree branches found in Castlewood Park. Constructed with the help of Lexington community members, Nexus: Toward New Land Art features a tube-shaped form that allows viewers to enter inside the work, giving them a new way to experience the lawn and the former Bur Oak tree. 
LAL Project Space – In Fountain: A Place for Tears, Lexington artist Elissa Morely creates a place where one may express sorrow or joy without embarrassment or ridicule.  The fountain of tears, made from drawings on tracing paper, pour forth in mid air, creating a space where the conventional idea of tears as silly or shaming are subverted and given a place of sacredness, beauty, honor and respect. 

The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

