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35th Annual AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park Returns for a 

Weekend of Festivities and Fine Art

Lexington, KY – AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park returns to Lexington on Aug. 21 and 22, bringing together 200 artists from around the country and providing a weekend of art-focused festivities for all to enjoy. 


AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park, now in its 35th year, is Lexington’s largest outdoor cultural event, drawing crowds of approximately 60,000 over the course of two days. Produced in partnership by the Lexington Art League (LAL), Lexington’s Parks & Recreation Department and American Founders Bank, AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park has been recognized as a Top 200 Fine Art & Design Show in the Nation (ranked 36th last year) by leading trade publication Sunshine Artist Magazine, a Top 20 Event by the Southeast Tourism Society, and a Top 10 Festival by the Kentucky Tourism Council. It was also deemed one of the most anticipated and enjoyed local events by a 10,000-household survey conducted by Parks & Recreation.

"In addition to showcasing the works of contemporary artists, the AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park features live entertainment, hands-on art activities for children, a smorgasbord of local foods, and even a beer garden," said Jerry Hancock, director of Parks & Recreation. “The natural beauty of historic Woodland Park provides a wonderful backdrop for this particularly festive event, and Parks and LAL have partnered for more than 30 years to make the AFB Art Fair a classic in Lexington, one which the community has ranked the most popular event of the summer.”

To assuage parking woes at this well-attended event, American Founders Bank, which has sponsored the AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park for five years, will provide free parking in its lot at Rose and Main Streets. LexTran Transit Center, off High Street near MLK Boulevard, will also offer free parking. Three rotating shuttles, including one wheelchair-accessible van, will circulate every 10 minutes to deliver patrons to the main entrance to the fair. A bike check, courtesy of Bluegrass Community Technical College, will also be available at the Woodland Park racquetball court on High Street. 


“These transportation amenities have become very popular and are well used by fair visitors,” said Amber Luallen, cultural arts director for Parks & Recreation. 


Advance copies of informational maps, including a listing of participating artists, will be available in early August in issues of Chevy Chaser Magazine, Southsider Magazine and Business Lexington, thanks to media partner Smiley Pete Publishing. Fair information will also be available prior to the event on WUKY 91.3 and LEX-18, which are also media partners, and during the weekend at a centrally located LAL Information Booth. Hours for AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park, whose major sponsors include Good Foods Co-op, Lexington Clinic, Chiro One, Don Jacobs, Pepsi and Toyota, are 10am-6pm, Aug. 21, and 10am-5pm, Aug. 22. 


A complete roster of artists will be available at LAL’s website (www.lexingtonartleague.org) in mid-July and included in printed materials on site. Jurors Craig Kittner, arts marketing program director for the Kentucky Arts Council, Reba Rye, associate professor of art at Kentucky State University, and Kate Sprengnether, project manager of the Legacy Trail Public Art Program, reviewed submissions from nearly 600 artists to arrive at the 200 who will be exhibiting.


“AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park provides a wonderful opportunity to local artists,” said Amelia Stamps, an exhibitor at the fair since 2009 and owner of Stamps Pottery in Lexington. “Not only do we get to show our own work and expand our client base, but we also get to see the work of other artists from around the country and make new contacts.”

Artists will exhibit in 12 mediums, including 2-D mixed media, 3-D mixed media, ceramics, drawing/pastels, graphics/printmaking, fiber/leather, glass, jewelry, metalwork, painting, photography, and woodwork. Awards will be given for Best in Category for all 12 categories, and a Cutting Edge Award (sponsored by Toyota), Award of Excellence (sponsored by Pepsi) and Best of Kentucky Award (sponsorship still available) will also be presented to artists who demonstrate exceptional ability at the fair. Category awards are sponsored by Fitzsimmons Architecture, Bluegrass Sotheby’s and DelCotto Law Group PLLC, and sponsorships are still available. Contact Stephanie Pevec at spevec@lexingtonartleague.org for details. 

All artwork will be available for purchase, and most artists accept cash, checks and major credit cards. 


In the 35 years since it began, AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park has grown from being a one-day event in a parking lot featuring a handful of artists to being a highly competitive, nationally recognized cultural experience that fills one of Lexington’s finest parks. AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park supports LAL’s vision of making visual art the lens through which Central Kentucky distinguishes itself as a progressive, inclusive and vibrant region.

“American Founders Bank is pleased to once again sponsor AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park because of the tremendous value it adds to the Lexington area,” said Mike Balog, vice president/marketing director of AFB. “As a local banking institution, we are fully committed to investing in our community, and AFB Art Fair @ Woodland Park is one way we are able to demonstrate that commitment.”
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About LAL

The Lexington Art League is Lexington's oldest and largest visual arts organization. LAL envisions visual art as the lens through which central Kentucky will distinguish itself as a progressive, inclusive and vibrant region. LAL presents original and creative programs, with a reputation for thought-provoking content that illuminates the role of visual art in contemporary life. Please visit www.lexingtonartleague.org for more information.

About American Founders Bank

American Founders Bank, headquartered in Lexington, Ky., has banking offices in Lexington (4), Louisville (2) and Shelbyville, Ky., with over $430 million in assets. AFB combines the professional acumen of a large regional financial institution with the personalized attention of a local bank. AFB offers consumer banking, lending and mortgage products in addition to business banking services. More information and online banking is available at www.afbusa.com.

About Lexington Parks & Recreation Department

The Lexington Parks & Recreation Department operates and maintains more than 100 parks covering more than 4,000 acres, providing quality green space for the public to enjoy. The Parks & Recreation system includes athletics, after-school programs, aquatics, community centers, cultural arts, day camps, dog runs, equestrian, golf, natural areas, playgrounds, rental facilities, senior adult programs, special events, therapeutic recreation, walking trails and open spaces for passive recreation. For more information, visit www.lexingtonky.gov/index.aspx?page=198 or, better yet, get out and play!


#####
Current and Upcoming LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ the Mayor’s Office – Visual Dialogue: Lexington as Home, on exhibit thru July 31, showcases artworks that investigate concepts of community and home created by children of families participating in Lexington Habitat for Humanity’s homeowner educational program.
LAL @ Loudoun House – Creatures Great & Small, opening July 10, features more than 60 artworks that explore the use of animal imagery and prompts questions regarding life and death, morality and meaning with humor, whimsy, sensitivity and insight.

LAL Project Space – Scum-Licker, by artist Meghan O’Connor, displays images and sculptural assemblages pairing animals with common domestic appliances and materials, offering an open-ended narrative of function and dysfunction in the home. Exhibit opens July 10.
LAL @ Loudoun House – Nexus: Toward New Land, an organic and interactive sculpture, will be installed by community members under the leadership of Kansas-based artist Matt Burke in early August and will remain on the lawn of LAL @ Loudoun House thru June 2011.
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

