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AFB Art Fair at Woodland Park Now Recruiting Volunteers
Lexington Art League Seeks 150+ to Help with All Aspects of 2-day Event

Lexington, KY – The 35th annual AFB Art Fair at Woodland Park returns on Aug. 21 and 22, and with crowds last year topping 65,000, LAL is actively seeking volunteers to help make Lexington’s largest free outdoor cultural event a success once again this year.


“The AFB Art Fair at Woodland Park simply would not be possible without the generous service of volunteers,” said Paula Anderson, president of LAL’s board of directors. “This event is one of the biggest of the summer and has several components involving food, entertainment and, most importantly, fine art. We rely on volunteers to help with everything from welcoming artists to assisting jurors to directing fair goers, and by giving just a couple of hours, volunteers add immeasurable value to the fair experience.”


Planning and preparation for the AFB Art Fair at Woodland Park, which is produced in partnership by Lexington Art League, Lexington Fayette Urban County Government’s Division of Parks and Recreation and American Founders Bank, begins in December and takes an estimated 10,000 hours. Executing the 2-day fair requires an additional 1,000 hours, 75% of which are worked by volunteers.

“The planning and preparation phase involves a steady work flow for a core group of people, but on the weekend of the event, it’s impossible for that core group to fill all the necessary roles,” said Bianca Spriggs, LAL visitor and events coordinator. “Without volunteers, we quite literally could not bring this event to our community.”


LAL has set a volunteer goal of 150, and each volunteer will be assigned a shift ranging from two to five hours on Friday, Saturday or Sunday. AFB Art Fair at Woodland Park volunteers receive a free t-shirt and admission to Fifth Third 4th Friday on Aug. 27, which will include a volunteer recognition celebration. Additionally, LAL will provide complimentary supporter benefits ($45 value) for Volunteer Captains who recruit and lead volunteer teams of five or more. LAL members receive free admission to all Fifth Third 4th Friday events, email updates on visual art events, and discounts on art purchases and LAL workshops for one year. 


Volunteers can choose a work slot and assignment on a first come, first served basis, and interested persons should contact Spriggs at bspriggs@lexingtonartleague.org or 859-254-7024. For more information, visit www.lexingtonartleague.org.
Current LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House – Passing: Fashioning Drag and Alternate Selves use visual art to explore identity, investigate transformation and celebrate the courage required for individuality. Drag costumes by Patryq Howell and documentary photography by Kurt Gohde and Kremena Todorova are on exhibit for Passing: Fashioning Drag, and Alternate Selves complements with work that investigates personal identity through disguises, adornment, garments and masks and provides an interesting view of what can be seen even when intentionally hidden.
LAL @ the Mayor’s Office – Visual Dialogue: Lexington as Home, opening June 18 during Gallery Hop, displays artworks that investigate concepts of community and home created by children of families participating in Lexington Habitat for Humanity’s homeowner educational program. 

LAL Project Space – Domestic Boundaries, by Siobhan Byrns, uses dirt, grass, and photographic elements to construct an immersive installation piece investigating what the artist describes as “the fragility of nature and the human experience”.

  #####
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

