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Comix
Lexington Art League’s new exhibit showcases comic creations 
Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League (LAL) in partnership with LexArts, presents Comix, an exhibition of comic creations ranging from conceptual sketches to printer’s proofs and individual pages from comic books and graphic novels.  Comix, sponsored by The Morris Book Shop, will be on exhibit at LAL @ DAC (141 E. Main Street), February 7 – March 28, Monday – Friday, 10 am – 5 pm and Saturday, 1 – 4 pm and is free and open to the public.  An exhibition reception is scheduled during February’s Gallery Hop event from 5 – 8 pm.   
Traditionally popular in mainstream and pop-culture America, comics have been recently moving into the niche realm of fine art and literature.  Discourse has begun nationally and more recently locally with LexArts fall 2008 exhibition Comic Art and groups such as the Lexington Comic Creators Club. “Graphic novels such as Watchmen, Persepolis, and Neil Gaiman’s epic Sandman, are considered by many to be important and creative works of literature. Great novels, that just happen to have often awe-inspiring illustrations. Simply - great books,” says Wyn Morris, owner of The Morris Book Shop. “By sponsoring an exhibit like Comix we feel like we are not only supporting these talented visual artists, but bringing more readers to this rich form of storytelling."

Comix highlights both the in-depth process as well as the product of comic art.  Viewers will find skeleton thumbnails, pencil sketches, inked drawings and final pages from comics ranging in content from auto-biographical to historical fiction to science fiction.  “Comix is an opportunity to showcase local comic artists who are very serious about their craft and deserve to be included in the national discourse surrounding comic art,” states Mike Deetsch, LAL exhibitions and programs director.   
The exhibition features the work of eight local and national comic artists, all either printing and publishing under their own names (J.T. Dockery, John Howard, and Geoff Sebesta), their own publishing ventures (Sara Turner and Jerzy Drozd’s Make Like a Tree Comics; Kenn Minter and Clarence Pruitt’s Near Mint Press), or small, independent publishers (Mike Maydak with Bluewater Comics).  Comix will include the stories of teenagers with supernatural powers, conflicts of the American frontier in the Ohio Valley circa 1782 and the evil “Dr. Skull” who triumphs over good.  
LAL invites the public to attend an exhibition reception for Comix on February 20, from 5 – 8 pm, at LAL @ DAC, during February’s Gallery Hop event.  In addition, LAL will host a comic workshop “Comic Creations” during LexArts Arts Showcase Weekend on February 8, from 12 – 2 pm in the Downtown Arts Center lobby.  Both the exhibition reception and comic workshop are free and open to the public.      
Comix will be on exhibit at LAL @ DAC February 7- March 28, 2009, Monday – Friday, 10 am – 5 pm and Saturday, 1 – 4 pm.  For more information visit www.lexingtonartleague.org or contact Kandace Tatum Potter, LAL Marketing Director at 859.254.7024 or ktatum@lexingtonartleague.org.  For additional information regarding Comix sponsor, The Morris Book Shop, visit http://www.morrisbookshop.com/.  
####
All Lexington Art League programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts. LexArts allocation of $52,500 represents the largest single donation to the operations of the Lexington Art League.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes that a great nation deserves great art.  
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