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Creatures Great & Small Showcases Animals as Metaphors

Exhibit Addresses Issues of Intimacy, Loss and Vulnerability with Whimsy and Humor

Lexington, KY – From cave paintings of the prehistoric age to the work of contemporary artists like Olly & Suzi, animals, both real and fantastic, have endured as compelling subject matter. In the Lexington Art League’s upcoming exhibition, Creatures Great & Small, animals emerge from artworks to inspire questions regarding life and death, morality and meaning with humor, whimsy, sensitivity and insight. 


“A huge number of artists today are using animal imagery to talk about difficult issues such as intimacy, loss, and vulnerability,” said LAL Exhibitions & Programs Director Becky Alley.  “In many ways animals are effective stand-ins for ourselves, because they allow artists to discuss challenging concepts with a power and intensity unattainable through the human form.”


Alley, who curated the exhibit, will offer a contextual ARTalk discussion to open Creatures Great & Small on July 10, at 3pm, at LAL @ Loudoun (209 Castlewood Dr.). The exhibition runs through Aug. 28, with an additional ARTalk with artist Brandon Smith on Wed., Aug. 25, at 7pm, as well as two Fifth Third 4th Friday celebrations on July 23 and Aug. 27, from 6-9pm. Admission to the exhibit and ARTalks is free and open to the public; admission to Fifth Third 4th Friday is free for supporters, $7 for potential supporters. LAL @ Loudoun House is open 10am-4pm, Tues-Fri, 1-4pm, Sat.


To allow audiences to actively engage with the exhibit, LAL is presenting a one-day workshop led by UK Opera Theater Costume Designer Susan Dudley Wigglesworth on Sat., July 24, 10am-4pm. Participants will create fantastical and realistic creatures, masks and various disguises using a range of materials. Cost of the workshop is $60 for LAL supporters, $85 for potential supporters, and there is an additional $15 supplies fee that will be collected on the day of the workshop. To register, contact Julia Curiel at jcuriel@lexingtonartleague.org or 859-254-7024 by July 19.  


“Creatures Great & Small reinvigorates that part of the imagination that made you believe the Velveteen Rabbit could come to life and that the tortoise stood a chance against the hare,” said Alley. “As light-hearted and delightful as this exhibit is, it also presents contemporary adult issues with astute sophistication and clever irony.” 


About LAL

The Lexington Art League is Lexington's oldest and largest visual arts organization. LAL envisions visual art as the lens through which central Kentucky will distinguish itself as a progressive, inclusive and vibrant region. LAL presents original and creative programs, with a reputation for thought-provoking content, that illuminate the role of visual art in contemporary life. Please visit www.lexingtonartleague.org for more information.
  #####
Concurrent LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House – In & Out, a woven tunnel approximately 60 feet long, 8 feet high and 10 feet wide being constructed by volunteers under the leadership of artist Matt Burke, begins construction at LAL @ Loudound House in early August and will remain on site thru June 2011.
LAL @ the Mayor’s Office – Visual Dialogue: Lexington as Home, on exhibit thru July 31, displays artworks that investigate concepts of community and home created by children of families participating in Lexington Habitat for Humanity’s homeowner educational program. 
LAL Project Space – Scum-Licker, by artist Meghan O’Connor, displays images and sculptural assemblages pairing animals with common domestic appliances and materials, offering an open-ended narrative of function and dysfunction in the home. 
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

