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LAL’s Generously Odd: Craft Now Showcases 

Traditional Craft Techniques in a New Way

Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League takes a current look at the art of craft in its upcoming exhibit Generously Odd: Craft Now. 

“The term ‘craft’ conjures up many images in a person’s mind, some of which will be challenged by Generously Odd: Craft Now,” said Travis Townsend, curator of the exhibit and art lecturer at Eastern Kentucky University. “This exhibition refreshes the notion of how the term ‘craft ‘can be applied to art and shows how deeply penetrating non-traditional craft objects can be when the artist experiments with material, form and concept. Contemporary craft is unlike any traditional interpretation that comes to mind, and the craft objects showcased in Generously Odd: Craft Now will open folks’ eyes to the power of craft techniques or materials being used in conceptually strong work.”

Generously Odd: Craft Now features over 70 artworks by more than 50 artists from around the country, including 6 from Kentucky, and is on display Oct. 23-Jan. 2 at LAL @ Loudoun House (209 Castlewood Dr.), Tues-Fri, 10am-4pm, and Sat, 1-4pm. 
An opening reception coincides with 5/3 Fourth Friday on Oct. 23, from 6-9 pm. Highlights of the evening include creative pumpkin carving and costume contests, musical entertainment by Dialectics, light appetizers by The Melting Pot, and refreshments from Kentucky Eagle Beer, Alltech and Pepsi. Admission to 5/3 Fourth Friday is free for LAL members, $7 for potential members.  
Townsend will share his insights as curator during Nov. 12’s ARTtalk, a lecture series that is free and open to the public.  A second ARTtalk discussion held on Dec. 5 at 7pm, will feature participating artists sharing their inspiration and processes employed in creating their unique work.
LAL will also host a workshop on Dec. 5 for viewers of all ages to visually convey their reactions to pieces in the exhibition through hands-on art making ($10 per person). To RSVP for ARTtalk or the Workshop, contact Julia Curiel at jcuriel@lexingtonartleague.org or at 859.254.7024.

“Generously Odd: Craft Now takes materials or techniques we’ve all seen before and recasts them through experimentation with detail and a fascinating peculiarity,” said LAL Executive Director Allison Kaiser. “The exhibition will surprise and may comfort through the artists’ unusual yet familiar methods of expression.”

About the Curator

Travis S. Townsend earned his MFA (crafts) from Virginia Commonwealth University and has recently presented solo exhibitions at the Southwest School of Art and Craft (San Antonio), Weston Gallery (Cincinnati), and the New Arts Program (PA).  Images of his work have been published in The Penland Book of Woodworking, 500 Tables, New American Paintings, and the Manifest National Drawing Annual.  His awards include an Emerging Artist Grant from the American Craft Council, a Fellowship from the Kentucky Arts Council, and two grants from the Virginia A. Groot Foundation. Townsend has been a resident artist at Penland School of Crafts and has participated in the Emma Lake Collaboration.  He currently lives in Lexington, Ky., and teaches art at Eastern Kentucky University.

Concurrent LAL Exhibitions

LAL Project Space – They Call Me Theirs, by Catherine Forster (Crystal Lake, Il.) is a multi-media installation that creates an immersive environment, reversing the experience of the outdoors.
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WHAT: an exploration of the unique territory currently being examined by today’s avant-garde craft artists, focusing on engaging experimentation with material, form and concept
WHERE: LAL @ Loudoun House

WHEN: Oct. 23-Jan. 2, with a 5/3 Fourth Friday opening reception on Oct. 23, an ARTtalk discussion with the curator, Travis Townsend, on Nov. 12, an LAL Workshop to create visual responses to the exhibit on Dec. 5, and an ARTtalk discussion with participating artists on Dec. 10. Gallery hours are Tues-Fri, 10am-4pm, and Sat, 1-4pm.
WHO: Curated by artist, woodworker, and lecturer of art at Eastern Kentucky University Travis Townsend, the exhibit is free, open to the public and features the artwork of approximately 50 artists. 

Admission to 5/3 Fourth Friday is free for LAL members, $7 for non-members. Admission to ARTtalk is free, but RSVP is appreciated. Participation in LAL Workshop, open to all ages and abilities, is $10 per person. 
SNEAK PEEKS:
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Untitled

By Lyndsey Fryman




By Crimson Duvall
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

