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How Artists See Their World
Lexington, KY – In May, the Lexington Art League (LAL) presents How Artists See Their World an exhibition of Outsider art from the Daniel C. Prince Collection.  Produced by developmentally disabled artists with diagnosed mental conditions, the selection represents a different world of art, both in conception and production.  Outsider artists are by definition not formally trained and are often developmentally disabled or mentally challenged.  How Artists See Their World will be on exhibit from May 9 – June 28 at LAL @ Loudoun House (209 Castlewood Drive), Tuesday – Friday, 10 am – 4 pm and Saturday – Sunday, 1 – 4 pm.  An exhibition reception, hand-on workshops and programs are planned for the duration of the exhibit.   How Artists See Their World is sponsored by Dr. Nick Kouns and MD News magazine.
How Artists See Their World is comprised of nearly 100 pieces by artists from all over the country, selected by Dan Prince.  For forty years, Dan Prince has curated and written scholarly materials on the subject of Outsider art (his most notable book is Passing In The Outsider Lane, Journey Editions). Other material now installed by Dan’s non-profit, Self Taught Artist Resources, is in Special Collections, Central Library at Vanderbilt University.
Vibrant, colorful, emotional, and direct – the work is based on the creators’ reality. Categories of Portraiture, the Figure, Landscape, Architecture, Narrative, Environments, and Things and Signs are represented in the exhibition. The selection depicts artists who do not take their cues from formal training or the customs of the art world, but rather who take full advantage of their vision and senses for visual expression. This interpretation, supported by current neuroscience, shows how Outsider artists tap their intuition, sense of discovery, unconscious, and creativity at its roots. 
LAL presents How Artists See Their World as a vehicle to reduce barriers and work towards making art accessible across all demographics.  “LAL is excited about this opportunity to work with Mr. Prince and showcase his collection from relatively unknown artists,” says Mike Deetsch, LAL exhibitions and programs director.  “This exhibition and programs such as Side by Side, which partners young artists with disabilities with professional artists, encourages the central Kentucky community to view and engage with a new world of art."
Curator Dan Prince will lead a free public tour of the exhibition on Thursday, May 14 from 7 – 8pm.  Additionally, LAL invites the public to join in a hands-on found art workshop with Prince on Saturday, May 16 from 1 – 4pm.  Participants will work alongside those with developmental disabilities to turn unusual materials into tangible art objects.  The workshop fee is $5 and participants are encouraged to bring their own art supplies to add to the experience.  

An exhibition reception for How Artists See Their World will be held during 5/3 4th Friday on May 22 from 6 – 9 pm.   During the reception a participatory art experience will be led by Bruce Burris of Latitude, a Lexington, KY based art organization for people thought to have developmental disabilities.  The event, which will include light appetizers, beverages by Kentucky Eagle Beer, Alltech and Pepsi and live music from The Tall Boys, is free for LAL supporters and $7 for potential supporters.   
How Artists See Their World will be on exhibit May 9 – June 28, 2009 at LAL @ Loudoun House Gallery.    LAL @ Loudoun House hours are Tuesday – Friday, 10 am – 4 pm and Saturday – Sunday, 1 pm – 4 pm.  Admittance to the gallery is free and open to the public.  For more information contact Kandace Tatum Potter, LAL Marketing Director at 859.254.7024 or by email at ktatum@lexingtonartleague.org.
####

All Lexington Art League programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts. LexArts allocation of $52,500 represents the largest single donation to the operations of the Lexington Art League.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes that a great nation deserves great art.  
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