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LAL has plenty to offer at Gallery Hop
Contemporary art at the Government Center; Installations inside PODs Brand Containers; and community engagement program Side by Side 
Lexington, KY – At this June 17th’s Gallery Hop, LAL will feature exhibitions at 3 different locations. Works presented by LAL will be on view at the Mezzanine Gallery at the Government Center, outside the Lexington courthouse, and The Explorium of Lexington’s art gallery. All spaces will be available for viewing during the Hop from 5p till 8p.

Now in its third installment at its new location, the Mezzanine Gallery at the Government Center above Mayor Jim Gray’s office will feature recent works by Jennifer Reis and Stacey Chinn, on view June 17 through September 9, 2011. Reis and Chinn are also the jurors for 2011’s American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair. 
Of her art on view, Chinn writes, “My works attempt to engender an emotive resonance while bringing up issues of industry, domesticity, identity, memory, and the human condition.” Many of the materials used are found objects and that which allows for a recognizable function, although the artist also enjoys creating her sculptures out of steel, clay and fabric.
Reis’ work, on the other hand, hinges on conflict and embellishment. She states, “My aim is to create beauty; works that have the capacity to be seductively decorative in form and emotionally disconcerting in content.” Her work also makes use of religious visual language, such as Haitian prayer banners, Byzantine mosaics and Catholic archetypes. 
A block away from the Mezzanine Gallery, LAL (with the help and donation of PODs Brand Containers of Lexington) will display a mobile installation space outside the Lexington Court House, featuring the installation work of Annie Strader and Matt Weedman inside the container. The artists have encased a single chair in an expanse of dirt, integrating a traditional domestic artifact with a natural landscape.  The piece speaks about moving and feeling stuck or even uprooted- depending on personal interpretation of the piece.
Finally, a few blocks down from the mobile installation at the Court House, LAL has partnered with Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital and VSA Kentucky to present the works created during Side by Side. On view at The Explorium of Lexington’s art gallery in Victorian Square through June 27, Side by Side includes the collaborative artworks created by 14 professional artists and 14 young artists with special needs. After 6 weeks of visual art exercises with lead artist Kathryn Sjogren, the collaborators created a piece reflective of the adult artists’ medium and the child artists’ expression. LAL has been a partner with the award-winning community engagement program for 5 years, as coordinator of the working artists and as administrative support for the collaborative projects.

LAL’s involvement in community engagement programs like Side by Side has garnered support from members and local businesses. Stuart Hurt, an LAL member, has set up an endowment in honor of Kimball Roy to help support LAL’s community engagement work. Anyone donating to LAL may choose to designate their donation to this endowment.  Also, local businesses including Sunrise Bakery and Whole Foods have donated products and services to help provide refreshments for the artists during training sessions.  
Stephanie Pevec, LAL’s Executive Director, states of the community engagement partnerships and support, “Working with partners like Cardinal Hill has enabled LAL to have a deep impact on our community and expands our reach to a broad spectrum of individuals. The Side by Side program has become a model program for LAL. We look forward to many years of partnership as we continue to provide visual art as a tool for expression.” 
About LAL

The Lexington Art League is Lexington's oldest and largest visual arts organization. LAL envisions visual art as the lens through which central Kentucky will distinguish itself as a progressive, inclusive and vibrant region. LAL presents original and creative programs, with a reputation for thought-provoking content, that illuminate the role of visual art in contemporary life. To learn more about LAL and its effort to present art that is for everyone, please visit lexingtonartleague.org.
Other LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House, 209 Castlewood Drive, Lexington, KY 40505
Love and Things Like Love is an exhibition exploring the topic of love, from the poignant to the profane, from the heartfelt to the humorous. Through the artworks, love takes the form of loss, compassion, intimacy and even disconnect, proving love is a universal but indefinable emotion.
Gallery Hours: Tues – Fri 10a – 4p and Sat – Sun 1p-4p. For more information, visit lexingtonartleague.org or call 859.254.7024
#####
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.  
[image: image2.jpg]KENTUGCK.Y

C 0 U N C I L




[image: image3.jpg]AL

LEXINGTON

LEAGUE









