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KY.7 Biennial Celebrates Regional Contemporary Artists During World Equestrian Games


Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League has been exhibiting the work of contemporary artists in multiple mediums for more than 50 years, but it is only during KY.7, a recurring exhibition on a once-every-two-years cycle, that its focus is concentrated exclusively on the work of artists working in Kentucky and its seven contiguous states.


“LAL has a long history of supporting regional artists through its programming, not just because it establishes a connection between our artists and our community but also because it challenges artists to evolve professionally,” said Paula Anderson, president of LAL’s Board of Directors. “With the World Equestrian Games bringing international attention to our region, KY.7 Biennial will introduce audiences who’ve been exposed to contemporary art around the world to the incredible caliber of work being produced right here in our region.”

KY.7, which opens Sept. 11 at LAL @ Loudoun House (209 Castlewood Dr.), was born out of community interest in artwork being produced in the southeastern United States and first appeared on LAL’s exhibition schedule in 2008. Interest in the exhibition has grown by 500% since its first installment, with more than 800 artists from Kentucky, Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Ohio, Tennessee, Virginia, and West Virginia applying for consideration for this year’s exhibition. 


Jurors Jason Franz, executive director and chief curator at Manifest Creative Research Gallery and Drawing Center in Cincinnati, John Begley, gallery director and coordinator of critical and curatorial studies at the Hite Art Institute in Louisville, and Becky Alley, LAL’s exhibitions and programs director, reviewed submissions across a variety of mediums, including painting, photography, sculpture, and video, to arrive at the 55 included in the exhibition. 


“With the only mandatory thread tying all pieces in KY.7 together being one of geography, you might expect the exhibition to be fragmented, but much to our delight, that is not the case,” said Franz. “The diversity factor is undeniable, but once the works are brought together, a coincidental unity emerges, generating a rich collection of creative biodiversity from which emerges a delightful and inspiring symphony of visual art.”

KY.7 Biennial artists will share their own perspectives on being a contemporary artist working in this region during LAL’s ongoing lecture series ARTalk. On Sept. 18 at 3pm, the exhibition’s jurors will lead a discussion, and on Oct. 14 at 7pm, local artists Lennon Michalski, Lucinda Chapman, Melissa Vandenberg, Isaac Powell and Darrell Kincer will discuss their creative processes and how their work is influenced by their geography.


LAL will also host Fifth Third Fourth Friday celebrations on Sept. 24 and Oct. 22 from 6-9pm, featuring live music by Lipstick Pistol (September) and Business Time (October), refreshments from Kentucky Eagle Inc., Kentucky Ale and Pepsi, and complimentary light appetizers. For September’s event, the Creator’s Co-op will be offering interactive demonstrations at the Illustration Station, and in October, LAL will host a costume contest and offer a performance by Rakadu Gypsy Dance. For more information about Fifth Third Fourth Friday, visit www.lexingtonartleague.org.


“KY.7 Biennial is more than just a survey of meaningful art,” said Alley. “It is a vehicle to promote our region’s most forward thinking artists and to present artwork that is innovative in production and concept, culturally relative, and addresses important political and social issues to our community. As KY.7 Biennial continues, we look forward to conversations about what it means to be an artist from this region, evaluations of trends and techniques being used in the creation of art, and critical interest in art from our region.”
  #####
Concurrent LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House Lawn – Nexus: Toward New Land Art, a woven network of wooden tunnels sprawling across the lawn of LAL @ Loudoun House, began construction in August and is expected to be completed in October. Constructed by volunteers under the leadership of Kansas artist Matt Burke, the massive sculpture will remain on site thru June 2011. 

LAL @ the Mayor’s Office – Visual Dialogue: The Making of the Lyric Theater Commemorative Quilt features 25 photographs by Transylvania University Student HB Elam, who received a grant from the William R. Kenan Jr. Charitable Trust to document the process behind a community art project. The exhibition opens Sept. 17, with a Gallery Hop reception from 5-8pm.

LAL Project Space –In Microarray, artist Vera Scekic, from Evanston, Ill., creates the illusion of a floating dot-and-grid painting through the special arrangement of a collection of over 1400 Styrofoam cups with painted bases. Installation is on exhibit Sept. 11-Oct. 23.
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

