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KY7 Biennial Offers a Regional Survey
LAL’s new exhibition is the first in a series promoting region’s forward-thinking artists.
Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League (LAL) proudly premiers KY7 Biennial (KY7), a regional survey of contemporary art produced in the Commonwealth of Kentucky and its seven contiguous states:  Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia.  KY7 will be on exhibit from October 18 – December 21 at LAL @ Loudoun House (209 Castlewood Drive), Tuesday – Friday, 10 am – 4 pm and Saturday – Sunday, 1 – 4 pm.  An exhibition reception for KY7 will be held Friday, October 24, from 6 – 9 pm during LAL’s 5/3 4th Friday event 
Curators Mike Deetsch, Exhibitions and Programs Director at LAL; Andrea Fisher, Director of the Morlan Gallery at Transylvania University; and Kate Sprengnether, Director of the Tuska Center for Contemporary Art at the University of Kentucky selected 33 artists from seven states and a total of 144 artists’ portfolios for KY7.  The result is a dynamic exhibition of 44 pieces representing a wide-range of media from painting, to video, to installation.  “Because Kentucky does not fully align itself with the south, north, mid-atlantic or mid-western states, we felt that we needed to include a reference from all of those areas to find the mixture of points- of- view that co-exist in our commonwealth. Central Kentucky is its own axis and is not easily identified with any overarching or historical sentiment,” stated Allison Kaiser, Executive Director. “The early response to KY7 Biennial has been overwhelmingly positive based on the amount of applications we received,” states Mike Deetsch.  “It speaks to the wealth of artists in the region [defined by this exhibition] and the need for a venue to cull everyone together.”
LAL presents KY7 as a vehicle to promote artists working in Kentucky and the mid-Atlantic/Midwest/Southern regions.  The selected works are innovative in production, culturally relevant and many address current social and political issues.  An example includes artists Don Ament (Lexington, KY) and Kristen Wilkens (Crawfordsville, IN) disclosure of environmental concerns from opposite sides of the spectrum.  Ament celebrates the sublimity of the natural environment with his photograph Infinity Stroll, while Wilkens reveals her own domestic environment plotting against her in the animated video Grounded and Airborne.  Additional artist information, commentary and previews of the exhibition are available via the KY7 Biennial blog at http://www.lexingtonartleague.blogspot.com/.  
An Exhibition Reception for KY7 will be held during October’s 5/3 4th Friday event on October 24 from 6 – 9 pm.   The event which will include appetizers provided by Giacomo’s Deli, beverages by Kentucky Eagle Beer and Pepsi and live music from The Dialectics, is free for LAL members and $7 for potential members.   KY7 will be on exhibit October 18 – December 21, 2008 at the Loudoun House Gallery.    LAL @ Loudoun House hours are Tuesday – Friday, 10 am – 4 pm and Saturday – Sunday, 1 pm – 4 pm.  Admittance to the gallery is free and open to the public.  For more information contact Kandace Tatum, LAL Marketing Director at 859.254.7024 or by email at ktatum@lexingtonartleague.org.
####

All Lexington Art League programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts. LexArts allocation of $52,500 represents the largest single donation to the operations of the Lexington Art League.  The Kentucky Arts Council, a state agency in the Commerce Cabinet, provides operational support funding for the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.  
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