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LAL Celebrates 15 Years of Fifth Third Bank 4th Fridays

Popular monthly event brings people together in a festive atmosphere of food, music, and art

Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League, central Kentucky’s oldest and largest visual arts organization, kicks off its 15th season of Fifth Third Bank 4th Fridays on Jan. 28 from 6-9pm. The monthly event has grown from an idea for increasing attendance to exhibitions into one of Lexington’s best nights out, complete with a cash bar, delicious hors d’oeuvres, live bands, interactive performances, and, of course, engaging contemporary art.

“When we got the idea of doing 4th Fridays, we never imagined it would be as successful as it has become,” said Michael Cox, a past member of LAL’s board of directors and long-time volunteer at 4th Fridays. “It’s really maintained the spirit of fun that it started out with, and that’s why it’s become a fixture on the monthly calendar of hundreds of people in Lexington.”

Fifth Third Bank 4th Fridays provide access to art in a socially enjoyable environment. Patrons are exposed to accomplished contemporary art in an engaging and approachable atmosphere. Contextually relevant one-night-only experiences also give them a chance to engage with the art in an unexpected and creative way. 

“Through Fifth Third Bank 4th Fridays, LAL is offering art that is a tool for networking and understanding,” said Stephanie Pevec, LAL’s executive director. “We see business professionals, politicians, educators, students, artists, activists, parents, and children at these events. Everyone is welcome and invited to attend. Fifth Third Bank 4th Fridays truly embody art that is for everyone.”

Fifth Third Bank 4th Fridays are held at LAL @ Loudoun House on the fourth Friday of every month, January through October. Admission is free for members of LAL and $7 for potential members. This month’s event, which will be held on Jan. 28, features endless barbeque by Billy’s Bar-B-Q, a cash bar by Kentucky Eagle Inc., Kentucky Ale and Pepsi, live music by Lexington’s own DJ Miss Cass and body art by Red Lotus Henna. For more information, visit www.lexingtonartleague.org.

#####

Current LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House – QX.net Nude, now in its 25th year, features 50 works of art by contemporary artists from 22 states and British Columbia. The exhibition refocuses our gaze on issues of modern life, modern identity and the social and sexual politics that impact us all. The exhibition is open Jan. 15-March 13, 2011. 

LAL @ Loudoun House Lawn – Nexus: Toward New Land Art, a woven network of wooden tunnels sprawling across the lawn of LAL @ Loudoun House, began construction in August and will be completed Oct. 16. Constructed by volunteers under the leadership of Kansas artist Matt Burke, the massive sculpture will remain on site thru June 2011. 

LAL Project Space – In A Place for Tears, Lexington artist Elissa Morley transforms the newly relocated Project Space into an emotional haven where one may express sorrow or joy without embarrassment or ridicule.  A fountain of tears, made from drawings on tracing paper, pours forth in mid air, creating a space where the conventional idea of tears as silly or shaming are subverted and given a place of sacredness, beauty, honor and respect. The installation is open Jan. 15-March 13, 2011.
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

