[image: image1.jpg]LEXINGTON

ART

LEAGUE




For Immediate Release

Aug. 4, 2010

Images & Information: 

press@lexingtonartleague.org 

859.254.7024

LAL Names Stephanie Pevec as Its New Executive Director
Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League (LAL), Lexington’s oldest and largest visual arts organization, is pleased to announce the selection of Stephanie Pevec as its executive director. Pevec has served as LAL’s development director since 2008 and was one of 60 professionals considered in the nationwide search. 
“We’re very excited to have Stephanie move into the executive director position,” said Paula Anderson, president of LAL’s Board of Directors. “Stephanie’s experience as both an arts administrator and an artist give her a unique perspective. We believe she will be a terrific leader for LAL as it continues to grow and explore new challenges.” 


In her role as development director, Pevec has redesigned LAL’s development plan, secured funding from new grant sources to support LAL’s community engagement programs, deepened relationships with corporate and community partners, and maintained LAL’s financial strength despite an economic downturn particularly hard on the arts.



“I am delighted to accept LAL’s executive director position and honored to continue its legacy as an innovative, engaging and culturally significant organization in Kentucky,” Pevec said. “This is an exciting time for the visual arts in Lexington, and I look forward to lending my leadership during this critical point in our city’s development.”


Prior to joining LAL, Pevec served as Education and Exhibitions Director and Youthreach Coordinator for the Wayne Center for the Arts in Ohio. Through these positions, she scheduled and curated exhibitions, built community partnerships with artist guilds, individual artists, local schools and social service organizations, and developed and implemented community engagement programs. 


In addition to being a professional arts advocate, Pevec recently worked with the UK Art Museum to curate The British Are Coming, an exhibition featuring British contemporary paintings from private collections. She is also a classically trained dancer and dance instructor. In June she debuted her own dance company, the Contemporary Dance Collective, with a performance that featured the work of artist and Transylvania Professor Kurt Gohde and poet Bianca Spriggs. 


Allison Kaiser, who joined LAL as executive director in 2003, finished her tenure with the organization in June to accept a position with the Lexington Philharmonic. Pevec, who shares Kaiser’s passion for the arts as a whole, fully intends to build upon the innovative and inspiring work of Kaiser. 


“Stephanie’s excitement and enthusiasm for LAL and the Lexington arts community are made evident through her actions and her ambitions,” said Anderson. “She believes in the Lexington Art League and its mission and will be a strong and effective leader as we move forward.” 
#####
Current LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House – Creatures Great & Small features more than 60 artworks that explore the use of animal imagery and prompts questions regarding life and death, morality and meaning with humor, whimsy, sensitivity and insight.

LAL Project Space – Scum-Licker, by artist Meghan O’Connor, displays images and sculptural assemblages pairing animals with common domestic appliances and materials, offering an open-ended narrative of function and dysfunction in the home. 
LAL @ Loudoun House – Nexus: Toward New Land, an organic and interactive sculpture, will be installed by community members under the leadership of Kansas-based artist Matt Burke in early August and will remain on the lawn of LAL @ Loudoun House thru June 2011.
 
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

