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LAL Offering Artist Studios, Free Tours, and a New Project Space Experience

Newly Repurposed Loudoun House Gives Artists a Place to Work, Visitors a Fresh Perspective 

Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League, central Kentucky’s oldest and largest visual arts organization, has made dramatic improvements at LAL @ Loudoun House in order to give visitors a more meaningful visual art experience and provide working artists with new studio opportunities. 

“The changes at LAL @ Loudoun House evolved out of the desire to give our community the best visual art experience possible,” said Stephanie Pevec, LAL’s executive director. “When people interact with a work of art or converse with an artist, it leave a lasting impression. This year, we’ve initiated curator-led gallery tours, reconfigured the Project Space, and opened new and existing artist studio spaces. We hope that these changes will encourage people to engage with visual art in an accessible and inclusive way.” 

LAL’s new gallery tours promise to add dimension to the art-viewing experience by providing education and encouraging dialogue about works of art. Formal curator-led tours can be arranged in advance through LAL, but a visitors services associate will be on-site to answer questions and offer assistance to guests during regular gallery hours. 

“Visual art can be so much more enriching when it’s actively experienced,” said Becky Alley, LAL’s exhibitions and programs director. “The tours, as well as the changes to the Project Space, allow visitors to do more than just passively look at art. It gets them to take it in and make it a part of themselves.”
The Project Space, LAL’s installation-dedicated gallery, has been moved from the basement to the main floor of LAL @ Loudoun House. This exhibition space debuts in its new location with A Place for Tears by Lexington artist Elissa Morley. In A Place for Tears, Morley has transformed 1,440 cubic feet of space into an immersive emotional refuge that encourages expression free of judgment.

“The Project Space is the one area of LAL @ Loudoun House that transforms from floor to ceiling with each exhibition,” said Alley. “It may be the same location every time, but it’s never the same experience.”

The evolving experience is also something LAL hopes to offer through its large and affordable studio spaces, located on the second floor of LAL @ Loudoun House. New studio space has been designated and existing studios spaces are available; working artists interested in applying for a studio should contact Alley at balley@lexingtonartleague.org or 859-254-7024.

“Seeing the artwork hanging in an exhibition is one thing, but being able to see it being produced, being able to talk to artists and get an intimate look at their process and in-progress work is quite another,” said Pevec. “Through open studios, LAL is providing access to art-making and encouraging our community to engage in conversations with our local artists. These studio spaces are an excellent complement to our gallery programming, and we’re excited to offer this opportunity to our artists and our patrons.”
For more information about gallery tours, exhibition opportunities in LAL’s Project Space or available studio spaces, please visit www.lexingtonartleague.org or contact LAL at 859-254-7024.

#####

Current LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House – QX.net Nude, now in its 25th year, features 50 works of art by contemporary artists from 22 states and British Columbia. The exhibition refocuses our gaze on issues of modern life, modern identity and the social and sexual politics that impact us all. The exhibition is open  thru March 13, 2011.
LAL @ Loudoun House Lawn – Nexus: Toward New Land Art, a woven network of wooden tunnels sprawling across the lawn of LAL @ Loudoun House, began construction in August and will be completed Oct. 16. Constructed by volunteers under the leadership of Kansas artist Matt Burke, the massive sculpture will remain on site thru June 2011. 

LAL Project Space – In A Place for Tears, Lexington artist Elissa Morley transforms the newly relocated Project Space into an emotional haven where one may express sorrow or joy without embarrassment or ridicule.  A fountain of tears, made from drawings on tracing paper, pours forth in mid air, creating a space where the conventional idea of tears as silly or shaming are subverted and given a place of sacredness, beauty, honor and respect. The installation is open thru March 13, 2011.
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

