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LAL Announces New Contemporary Art Space

Lexington, KY – Lexington Art League (LAL) has kicked off a capital campaign to raise funds for a new contemporary art space in the downtown core of Lexington. The space will serve as a satellite gallery to its flagship north side location at the Loudoun House and will continue to provide contemporary art that is for everyone at both locations. LAL envisions not only to open its doors to downtown events and businesses, but also to extend its reach to the broader portion of central Kentucky, impacting regional economic development.

LAL is Lexington’s oldest visual arts organization, starting as a small group of artist friends in 1957. In the 1970s, the group decided to expand its artistic efforts to a wider population and gained its 501-(c)-3 non-profit status. During the 1980s, LAL began to organize professionally curated art exhibitions, which became a part of Lexington tradition and history, like the Nude and the Woodland Art Fair. And in the past 10 years, LAL has undergone a strategic planning process which has enabled the organization to progress into one which prides itself in providing a unique offering of contemporary art as well as community engagement through visual art. 

In addition to providing art that is now to Central Kentucky (involving thousands of working artists at the local, national and international level), LAL also provides art that is engaging and inclusive through its community engagement programs. LAL helps organize free programs like Side by Side, Witness, Master Class, Lexington as Home, and Castlewood Community Center Summer Fun Camps- engaging children with disabilities, survivors of intimate partner violence or sexual assault, high school art students, low-income families transitioning to affordable homes, and at-risk youth. 
LAL also provides opportunities for the community to learn and grow through visual art with free lectures and free guided tours of the exhibitions as well as professionally taught workshops. LAL also presents events like 4th Friday, Art Fever, the Nude Opening Preview Party and Woodland Art Fair so our community can use art as a tool for networking and understanding each other.

Stephanie Harris, LAL’s Executive Director said of the capital campaign, “This expansion represents the beginning of a bright future for our organization as we establish this new contemporary gallery space in the heart of Lexington.  We are so fortunate to have the support of our community and its leadership as we take this bold step towards a new chapter at LAL. The expansion will provide our organization with an opportunity to reach a broader segment of our community through meaningful interactions with contemporary art.”


To make a contribution to the future of Lexington’s oldest visual arts organization, visit http://www.lexingtonartleague.org/support.html
ABOUT LAL: 

The Lexington Art League is Lexington's oldest and largest visual arts organization. LAL envisions visual art as the lens through which central Kentucky will distinguish itself as a progressive, inclusive and vibrant region. LAL presents original and creative programs, with a reputation for thought-provoking content, that illuminate the role of visual art in contemporary life. LAL @ Loudoun House is located at 209 Castlewood Drive, Lexington, KY 40505. To learn more about LAL and how we present art that is for everyone, please visit www.lexingtonartleague.org.
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LAL: ART THAT IS FOR EVERYONE
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of [image: image3.jpg]LEXARTS



$62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community. Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County 
Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and 
central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal 
funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.   

