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LAL Continues Partnership with Mayor's Office

Group exhibition opens with February’s Gallery Hop
Lexington, KY - LAL announces the continued partnership with the Mayor's Office this Gallery Hop season. LAL will once again serve as curator for a space in the Government Center in downtown Lexington (200 East Main Street) designated by Mayor Gray and his staff. 

Beginning with Mayor Newberry’s administration, LAL presented artworks in the 12th floor office ranging from group shows to the completed projects from LAL's community engagement programs like Lexington as Home* and Side by Side*. The Mayor and his staff hosted receptions during Gallery Hop and enjoyed visitors in the hundreds.

With the new administration, the curated space has followed the location move of the Mayor's Office. The Mezzanine Gallery at the Government Center, just above Mayor Gray's newly located office and overlooking the entry to the Government Center, will serve as the space LAL will curate in the coming year.

“LAL is honored to be curating the new space that will provide greater accessibility to contemporary visual art to the visitors of the Government Center,” said Stephanie Pevec, LAL’s Executive Director.  “LAL is committed to art’s transformative power, and this venue provides our organization with meaningful engagement with those who live, work or visit downtown.  This relationship with the Mayor’s Office is the first step in our organization’s integration into the urban core of Lexington as we increase our visibility and reach."

Opening at the first Gallery Hop of 2011 this Friday, February 18th, will be a group show including Lexington artists Travis Townsend, Helene Steene, Lennon Michalski and Theo Edmonds. Links to the artists' work and websites can be found at lexingtonartleague.org.

About LAL

The Lexington Art League is Lexington's oldest and largest visual arts organization. LAL envisions visual art as the lens through which central Kentucky will distinguish itself as a progressive, inclusive and vibrant region. LAL presents original and creative programs, with a reputation for thought-provoking content, that illuminate the role of visual art in contemporary life. To learn more about LAL and its effort to present art that is for everyone, please visit lexingtonartleague.org.
* Lexington as Home was completed in partnership with Lexington Habitat for Humanity. Side by Side was completed in partnership with VSA Arts and Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital. For more information on LAL’s community engagement programs, visit http://www.lexingtonartleague.org/community.htm.
#####
Current LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House

Now in its 25th year, QX.net Nude  features 50 works of art by contemporary artists from 22 states and British Columbia. The exhibition refocuses our gaze on issues of modern life, modern identity, and the social and sexual politics that impact us all. Juried by Mark Priest (associate professor of painting and drawing at the University of Louisville) and Karen Gillenwater (Curator at the Carnegie Center for Art & History in New Albany, Indiana). QX.net Nude is presented by MD Update and supported by the American Association for Nude Recreation.

LAL Project Space – Fountain: A Place for Tears 

Lexington artist Elissa Morely creates a place where one may express sorrow or joy without embarrassment or ridicule.  The fountain of tears, made from drawings on tracing paper, pour forth in mid air, creating a space where the conventional idea of tears as silly or shaming are subverted and given a place of sacredness, beauty, honor and respect. 
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.  
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