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Newest Exhibition More Is More Opens at LAL

Lexington, KY – Repetition is a curious visual element. Seeing multiples of an exact image or object is enticing, seductive, mysterious- maybe even addicting. It forces the viewer to face the image as object and ask why it’s being repeated, or even why we might enjoy its repetition. Andy Warhol, master of his own factory, understood this- what would one Marilyn, one Elvis or one soup can really do for his comment on pop culture? 
LAL’s newest exhibition More is More takes a contemporary spin on the idea of abundance. Curated by Melissa Vandenberg, Assistant Professor of Art and Director of Foundations at Eastern Kentucky University, More is More opens July 22 during a Fifth Third Bank 4th Friday at 6p and runs through September 11, 2011. The exhibition features contemporary works by 58 artists from 27 states.

The idea for Vandenberg came during her time at Southern Illinois University during graduate school as she was studying the varying use of multiples throughout art history. The use of repetitive marks has worked its way through history and has been used by art icons, such as Claude Monet, Warhol and Liza Lou. This curiosity led Vandenberg to teach a class at Rhodes College in Memphis aptly titled More is More. 

“It is my belief our desire for ‘more’ is born from industrialization, a reflection of a consumer based society. Studio artists have always had a sensitivity to popular culture and current trends. However, this is nothing new - man painted on cave walls prior to canvas, and even then repetitive marks and an appreciation for pattern was always present,” states Vandenberg.

Indulgence in pattern is sprinkled throughout More is More. Tiberiu Chelcea and Stephanie Beck, for example, employ a chaotic yet orderly use of repetition (in Bucket Fill and Settlements, respectively), thanks to both artists’ use of color (Chelcea’s myriad of teal, green, pink and yellow, and Beck’s complete coverage of subtle white).

Also prevalent is a commentary on industrialization, consumerism and the political sphere. Jerry Atnip’s Plant Closing is a tragically beautiful photograph of a building’s former presence, hinting to the changes happening in industry. Fringe Fries by Margi Weir takes the Warhol approach, repeating images of fast food and children’s toys, perhaps suggesting there is a fine line between the marketing of both.  And finally, Nathaniel Hartman’s Something Diplomatic in 2010? lists (in an overwhelmingly 23-foot long wall piece) all of the words found in governmental cables leaked by the infamous WikiLeaks, creating a humorous monotony of alphabetized words. 

And then there is the fantastically superfluous use of materials found in the work of Michael Baggarly and Amy Gross, creating a seductive aesthetic. Baggarly’s ball of steel wool pads in Entropic Knot resemble an intricate cellular structure. And Gross’ organic forms in Collection look like beautifully ornate environments.  Both artists’ work entice the viewer to touch, daring one to wonder how they feel.

There are many pieces in More is More to reel in a viewer’s curiosity, and as many opportunities to engage in dialogue about the concept. As part of the exhibition’s programming, LAL will host events and lectures, and guided tours are also available. 
EVENTS:

Fifth Third Bank 4th Friday: July 22, 6p – 9p, LAL @ Loudoun House
A social networking event during More is More. Light appetizers from DaRae & Friends Catering and a cash bar with product donated by Kentucky Eagle INC, Kentucky Ale and Pepsi. Also live music with High Watermark. Supported by WUKY, Where NPR Rocks at 91.3 FM.
$7, LAL Members are free and LexArts card holders are 2 for 1. 

More info at www.lexingtonartleague.org/events.htm or at 859.254.7024.

Fifth Third Bank 4th Friday: August 26, 6p – 9p, LAL @ Loudoun House
A social networking event during More is More. Light appetizers from DaRae & Friends Catering and a cash bar with product donated by Kentucky Eagle INC, Kentucky Ale and Pepsi. Also live music with The Stella Vees. Supported by WUKY, Where NPR Rocks at 91.3 FM.
$7, LAL Members are free and LexArts card holders are 2 for 1. 

More info at www.lexingtonartleague.org/events.htm or at 859.254.7024.

LECTURES:

Gallery Talk: September 7, 7p, LAL @ Loudoun House
Curator Melissa Vandenberg and artists from More Is More will discuss repetition and use of multiples in the exhibition and how those themes relate to broader trends in contemporary art practices. Free.
Free Gallery Tours: Call or Email to Schedule

Schedule your company or group’s free, personalized tour with groups of 8 or more.  Call or email Becky Alley at 859.254.7024 or at balley@lexingtonartleague.org. 

PROJECT SPACE:

LAL Project Space: Everything Connects to Everything, LAL @ Loudoun House
View the experimental installation space at the Loudoun House. Everything Connects to Everything, by artist Cedar Lorca Nordbye, is a “printstallation" that uses graphic theatricality and abundant juxtaposition of unlikely families of signs to illustrate the interconnectivity of all things. A form of interconnectivity that is dominant in this construction (built primarily of painting and screen-printing on wood) is our shared water supply. Beneath the surface lie hidden currents. Waterways, trickle through fissures in rock and sand, bubbling up into secret spots in lakes or creeks or oases to remind us of our ethical connections and our social obligations.

ABOUT THE CURATOR:
Melissa Vandenberg, Assistant Professor of Art & Design at Eastern Kentucky University, in collaboration with LAL, selected artwork for More Is More. Vandenberg earned a BFA in studio art from Center for Creative Studies (Detroit) in 1999, and an MFA in sculpture from Southern Illinois University Carbondale in 2005. Prior to relocating to Lexington in 2009, Vandenberg served as Director of the University Art Galleries at Indiana State University from 2007-09, organizing 10-12 exhibitions annually. To her record, Vandenberg has curated Re(Search): Exploring the Relationship Between Science & Art with works by Steve Aishman, Ronald Leax, Sara Mast, Brian Nelson, and Kathryn Refi (2009), Building Futures, a Solo Exhibition by Scott Ingram and Bloodline: A Quilt Exhibition featuring 20 national and international fiber artists (2008).

ABOUT LAL:
The Lexington Art League is Lexington's oldest and largest visual arts organization. LAL envisions visual art as the lens through which central Kentucky will distinguish itself as a progressive, inclusive and vibrant region. LAL presents original and creative programs, with a reputation for thought-provoking content, that illuminate the role of visual art in contemporary life. LAL @ Loudoun House is located at 209 Castlewood Drive, Lexington, KY 40505. To learn more about LAL and how we present art that is for everyone, please visit www.lexingtonartleague.org.
Gallery Hours: Tues – Fri 10a – 4p and Sat – Sun 1p-4p. For more information, visit www.lexingtonartleague.org or call 859.254.7024


#####

Other Current LAL Exhibitions

The Mezzanine Gallery at the Government Center, Curated by LAL: Thru September 9, 2011
Now in its third installment at its new location, the Mezzanine Gallery at the Government Center above Mayor Jim Gray’s office will feature recent works by Jennifer Reis and Stacey Chinn. Reis and Chinn are also the jurors for 2011’s American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair.
The Government Center: 200 East Main St., Lexington, KY 40507
Gallery Hours: Mon – Fri 9a – 5p. For more information, visit www.lexingtonartleague.org or call 859.254.7024.
Mobile Art Installations, Curated by LAL: June 17 – August 20, 2011
Throughout the summer of 2011, PODs Brand Containers of Lexington and LAL are working together to create mobile art installations. Three PODs storage containers will be transformed by artists into interactive art spaces traveling to different locations in the Lexington area. The goal of the project is to present art that is fun and engaging in unexpected places.
Look for upcoming mobile art installations (including work by Annie Strader and Matt Weedman, Scott Carter and LOT Gallery) on LAL@ Loudoun House lawn and LAL's annual art fair, American Founders Bank Woodland Art Fair, produced in partnership with LFUCG's Parks and Recreation, on August 20 and August 21, 2011.
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.
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Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the 

Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.   

