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Paintpresent
LAL’s new exhibit takes a look at painting now.
Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League (LAL) presents Paintpresent, an exhibition of contemporary ideas and images in painting.  The exhibition, which features 52 works by 52 artists, will be on view from March 14 – April 26, 2009 at LAL @ Loudoun House (209 Castlewood Drive).  The public is invited to preview the exhibition during ARTalk on March 12, from 7 – 8 pm.  Additionally, a reception for Paintpresent will be held Friday, March 27, from 6 – 9 pm during LAL’s 5/3 4th Friday event.   
Morehead State University Assistant Professor of Art and Paintpresent juror, Bobby Campbell sees the exhibition as a chance to “engage the Lexington community in a discussion of contemporary art, including its unusual manifestations and exciting creations.”  For Paintpresent, Campbell was charged with the task of narrowing down the submitted works (800 from 106 artists) for the final show.  As a result of the process, 52 artists from 23 states, Washington D.C., and Hungary, will have their work represented at LAL @ Loudoun House.  Seven of the selected artists are from Kentucky, including five Lexington artists.    
Recognizing the vast range of creative representations in the modern-day painting world, Campbell and LAL identified parameters for the exhibition.  Paintpresent addresses three threads of motivation in contemporary painting: dense decorations, fantastic figurations and architectural anomie.  The selected works mirror our hyper-stimulating, infinitely connected world; react to architectural spaces devoid of owners, but perhaps alive with emotion; and idealize the everyday superhero, conceived out of mass media.  ”Paintpresent is an opportunity to showcase the paths that contemporary painting is moving down and the way artists are refocusing our understanding on this traditional art medium,” states Mike Deetsch, LAL Exhibitions and Programs Director. 
The public is invited to preview Paintpresent during ARTalk on March 12 at LAL @ Loudoun House.  From 7 – 8 pm, Bobby Campbell will discuss current trends as seen in the exhibition and revisit his jury process.  ARTalk is free and open to the public; LAL asks for RSVP’s by calling 859.254.7024 or emailing Julia Curiel at jcuriel@lexingtonartleague.org.   

An exhibition reception for Paintpresent will be held during 5/3 4th Friday on March 27 from 6 – 9 pm.   The event which will include light appetizers from The Dish, beverages by Kentucky Eagle Beer, Alltech and Pepsi and live music from fiddler Rayna Gellert, is free for LAL supporters and $7 for potential supporters.   
Paintpresent will be on exhibit March 14 – April 26, 2009 at LAL @ the Loudoun House, Tuesday – Friday, 10 am – 4 pm and Saturday – Sunday, 1 pm – 4 pm.  Admittance to the gallery is free and open to the public.  For additional information and a full events calendar for Paintpresent visit www.lexingtonartleague.org or contact Kandace Tatum Potter, LAL Marketing Director at 859.254.7024 or ktatum@lexingtonartleague.org.
####

All Lexington Art League programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts. LexArts allocation of $52,500 represents the largest single donation to the operations of the Lexington Art League.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes that a great nation deserves great art.  
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