[image: image1.jpg]LEXINGTON

ART

LEAGUE




For Immediate Release

April 20, 2010

Images & Information: 

press@lexingtonartleague.org 

859.254.7024

Performance Takes LAL’s Exhibition Off the Walls

and Puts It on the Stage

Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League presents a unique visual art experience through stage performance as part of its current exhibit Passing: Fashioning Drag. The exhibit illuminates the art of drag costuming through photographs by artists Kremena Todorova and Kurt Gohde and gowns made by Lexington designer Patryq Howell.  As a component of the exhibition, there will be a special 2-nights-only performance when the artwork is taken off the gallery walls and brought to life on marquee drag queens from across the country.

“The Passing: Fashioning Drag  performance brings the art being exhibited at LAL @ Loudoun House to life,” said Nicole Diamond, empress of the Imperial Court of Kentucky, which, along with Lexington Fairness, has partnered with LAL for this exhibition cycle. “Lexington’s finest talents and esteemed queens from other communities are gearing up to put on a show that will give long-time fans and new-found friends of drag a sincere appreciation for the art form of drag.”

Diamond is slated to perform, along with more than 20 other performers. Of note are Lexington’s own Jenna Jive, who performs at the Bar Complex as part of the cast of the Gilded Cage, Candi Stratton, whose Cher tribute has become an internationally renowned act, and Nina West, who was named Entertainer of the Year in 2008 and has performed with casts from Broadway’s Wicked, Mamma Mia, The Lion King, Hairspray and others. 
“Passing: Fashioning Drag shines the spotlight on an art form underappreciated but soundly established in our community,” said Dr. Nick Kouns, who is sponsoring this exhibition cycle. “Lexington has been a mecca for drag performers across the South for almost half a century, and the creative talents of these individuals sets the stage for what is sure to be an exciting night of celebration.”

The performances will be held at Buster’s Billiards and Backroom (899 Manchester St.) on May 7 and 8; doors open at 8pm. Tickets for the performance, which are $20 in advance and $25 at the door, can be purchased at www.ticketfly.com. VIP passes, which give audience members premiere seating as well as hors d’oeurves from Mia’s, beer and wine, and access to performers, artists and esteemed members of the drag community, are also available. VIP passes are limited and sold on a first-come, first-served basis. Contact Stephanie Pevec for details at spevec@lexingtonartleague.org. 

“When you see the intricate detail and construction of the costumes in the gallery setting and then experience how these seemingly delicate costumes move with their performers, you wonder how these creations can have such different incarnations,” said Allison Kaiser, executive director of LAL. “Passing: Fashioning Drag provides a rare opportunity to explore art brought to life in an authentic manner.” 
Concurrent LAL Exhibitions


LAL @ Loudoun House – Passing: Fashioning Drag and Alternate Selves explore personal identity and investigate the transformative effects of costumes, disguises, adornment, garments and masks. Sponsored by Dr. Nick Kouns, in partnership with the Imperial Court of Kentucky and Lexington Fairness.
LAL @ the Mayor’s Office – Visual Dialogue: Side by Side displays collaborative artworks created by 12 professional artists and 12 young artists with special needs who have received six weeks of visual art instruction from lead artist Luella Pavey. Program and exhibition in partnership with Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital and VSA arts of Kentucky.
LAL Project Space – Domestic Boundaries, by Siobhan Byrns, uses dirt, grass, and photographic elements to construct an immersive installation piece investigating what the artist describes as “the fragility of nature and the human experience”.

 

  #####
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

