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LAL Explores Identity and Transformation in Upcoming Exhibit
Lexington, KY – The looming World Equestrian Games have prompted a city-wide self-evaluation of sorts, one that has brought many citizens together to ask questions like who are we, who do we want to be, what do we think that looks like. In much the same way, LAL’s Passing: Fashioning Drag and Alternate Selves uses visual art to explore identity, investigate transformation and celebrate the courage required for individuality.

The Lexington Art League partnered with Imperial Court of Kentucky and Lexington Fairness for this exhibition cycle, which is sponsored by Dr. Nick Kouns.

“Passing and Alternate Selves challenge us to look at sides of ourselves that we may not be readily accepting of, to engage with them, and ultimately to embrace or resolve them,” said Dr. Kouns, who is a former LAL board member. “Self-acceptance and celebration of one’s uniqueness is critical to the health of individuals and to the health of a community, and I’m proud to be sponsoring LAL in this exhibition cycle.”

Passing: Fashioning Drag illuminates the art of drag costuming through photographs by artists Kremena Todorova and Kurt Gohde and gowns made by Lexington designer Patryq Howell. In addition, performances held at Busters Backroom and Billiards (899 Manchester St.) on May 7 and 8 will feature Howell’s couture designs on marquee drag queens from Lexington and across the country. Tickets for the performance, which are $20 in advance and $25 at the door, can be purchased at www.ticketfly.com.  

“Lexington has a rich history of drag that people may not be familiar with,” said Gohde, who teaches art at Transylvania University. “Kremena and I have been creating a living archive of the drag scene for three years now, and we have found endless creative inspiration from this culturally diverse and wonderfully supportive community. I think people are going to be happily surprised at the joy that this exhibit will bring to them, to all of us.”

Alternate Selves complements the work of Gohde and Todorova and engages an additional 30 artists from around the country in the visual exploration of identity and transformation. Specifically, Alternate Selves investigates personal identity through disguises, adornment, garments and masks and provides an interesting view of what can be seen even when intentionally hidden.


The exhibition cycle opens April 23 at LAL @ Loudoun House (209 Castlewood Dr.), with a Fifth Third 4th Friday reception, but curious audiences can get a sneak peek of the exhibit during Drag Queen Cocktail & Karaoke Happy Hours on April 1 and April 19 respectively. Happy hour events are held at Mia’s (127 N. Limestone St.) from 4-7pm; suggested $5 donation.


LAL is also offering contextual programs to provide deeper insight into the exhibit and give the community an opportunity to explore what identity means to them. For ARTalk on April 29 at 7pm, Becky Alley, LAL exhibitions and programs director, will lead a discussion of the works in Alternate Selves followed by a poetry reading in response to the art on display by the Darkroom Showcase. On May 15 at 3pm, Gohde and Todorova will discuss Passing and share creative writing, photography, and oral history interviews that have been created out of the project. Designer Howell and a local drag performer who makes her own costumes will join them for ARTalk on June 3 at 3pm to discuss the art of costuming for drag. ARTalk is free and open to the public; interested parties are asked to RSVP to Julia Curiel at jcuriel@lexingtonartleague.org or 859-254-7024. 


On June 3 at 8pm, LAL will present an Alternate Selves film screening featuring four short films and one feature length documentary depicting the various social roles lived by alter egos ranging from a nervous and insecure video gamer to a local horror film icon. To RSVP or for more information about this free screening, contact Julia Curiel at jcuriel@lexingtonartleague.org or by calling 859.254.7024.


“In the chaos of life, soul searching is often a secondary pursuit, but with this exhibition cycle, LAL is challenging audiences to take pause and reflect on who they are, what they do and the effect that has on the community we all share,” said Becky Alley, LAL exhibitions and programs director. “Ultimately, this is good for us as individuals and the community as a whole.”

Concurrent LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ the Mayor’s Office – Visual Dialogue: Side by Side, opening April 16 during Gallery Hop, displays collaborative artworks created by 12 professional artists and 12 young artists with special needs who have received six weeks of visual art instruction from lead artist Luella Pavey. Program and exhibition in partnership with Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital and VSA arts of Kentucky.
LAL Project Space – Domestic Boundaries, by Siobhan Byrns, uses dirt, grass, and photographic elements to construct an immersive installation piece investigating what the artist describes as “the fragility of nature and the human experience”.

 

  #####
The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community.

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts.

