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Michael Andrews Named Lexington Art League’s New Development Director 

A longtime supporter of the arts, Andrews brings 20 years of fundraising experience to the position

Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League (LAL), central Kentucky’s oldest and largest visual arts organization, is pleased to announce the selection of Michael Andrews for the position of development director. Andrews was selected from a national pool of candidates and has recently relocated to Kentucky from North Carolina.


“Michael brings a passion for visual art, an appreciation for its economic impact and personal importance, and an understanding of crucial development issues to LAL,” said Stephanie Harris, LAL’s executive director. “We are incredibly fortunate to have him working to advance LAL’s legacy and Lexington’s arts community, and I am certain he will elevate our organization and our city to new heights.”


Before joining LAL, Andrews most recently served as director of development and marketing for McColl Center for Visual Art, a nationally renowned artist-in-residence center and business innovation institute in Charlotte, N.C. Over the past 20 years, he has worked as a public relations and fundraising professional in a variety of sectors, including arts and culture, human services, education, and environment sustainability. His entire career has been dedicated to increasing awareness about and support for organizations that enhance quality of life for people and communities.

"I am thrilled to join LAL," Andrews said. "Since moving to Kentucky, I have been impressed with the energy and enthusiasm of our staff and volunteers and the vitality of the organization's vision.”

Andrews’ role as development director will focus on advancing LAL’s position in central Kentucky through the procurement of additional financial support. Funds raised through the efforts of the development director allow LAL to provide art for everyone with community engagement programs, educational workshops and lectures, special visual art events, and exhibitions, most of which are offered to the community for free. Andrews’ work will also support LAL’s expansion initiative, which has a goal of establishing a permanent contemporary art presence in downtown Lexington.


“LAL has the foundation of an illustrious history with exciting plans for the future,” said Andrews. “It is an important catalyst for advancing contemporary art and creativity in Lexington and beyond, and I am pleased to be a part of this unique and inspiring arts movement."
#####

Current LAL Exhibitions

LAL @ Loudoun House – Approach, open thru Nov. 21, 2012, is an exhibition focused entirely on performance art that explores situations of separateness and/or the search for harmony. Curated by Rae Goodwin, assistant professor and director of Art Foundations at the University of Kentucky, the exhibition is presented with support from the University of Kentucky’s College of Fine Arts. For more info, visit www.lexingtonartleague.org or call 859-254-7024.

Upcoming LAL Events
LAL @ Loudoun House – FREE Halloween 4th Friday. Lexington's favorite art and happy hour gets extra creative on Oct. 26, 6-9pm, with a Halloween bash inspired by the performance art of Approach, an exhibition exploring situations of separateness and the search for harmony. Enjoy food truck fare, beer from West Sixth Brewing, live music by Pawnshop Radio, and interactive art performances at LAL @ Loudoun House. Supported by WUKY, Where NPR Rocks at 91.3FM, and Story Magazine. Free ($5 suggested donation). Info at www.lexingtonartleague.org or 859-254-7024.
LAL @ Loudoun House – Black Friday Art Sale, Nov. 30, 6-9pm, and Dec. 1, 4-9pm, brings artists together for a pop-up shop experience that offers a creative local shopping alternative. Shop for one-of-a-kind gifts, all of which are under $50, in the festive holiday open house atmosphere at LAL @ Loudoun House. For more info, visit www.lexingtonartleague.org or call 859-254-7024.

The Lexington Art League’s programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts.  The annual Campaign for the Arts has raised millions of dollars in support of the visual, literary and performing arts in Lexington.  Through the success of the Campaign, LexArts supports The Lexington Art League with an allocation of $62,000 for general operating support.  We thank the many individuals whose passion for the arts compelled them to give generously of their time and money.  Together these donations helped LexArts raise more than $1 million for the arts community. 

Special thanks to the Lexington-Fayette Urban County Government and the Kentucky Arts Council for their continued partnership in ensuring a flourishing future for the arts in Lexington and central Kentucky.   The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, provides operating support to the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts. Additional support provided by American Founders Bank.

