[image: image1.png]LEXINGTON

1A

LEAGUE





For Immediate Release

Contact:  Kandace Tatum Potter    (859) 254.7024

“Side by Side”:  Part Three
LAL, Cardinal Hill and VSA arts of Kentucky host the third annual “Side by Side” program.
Lexington, KY – The Lexington Art League (LAL), Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital and VSA arts of Kentucky will collaborate once again in 2009 to produce the award-winning “Side by Side” program.   The six-week program partners young artists with special needs with professional artists in a creative learning environment that spans several artistic mediums.  “It is a high priority for LAL to continue to offer community engagement programs such as Side by Side, especially in these difficult times, so individuals and young people who may need it most will have visual art  as a tool for communication and self expression,” states Allison Kaiser, LAL executive director.  The program will begin this spring and concludes with a public exhibition at LAL @ DAC (Downtown Arts Center, 141 E. Main St.), June 19 – August 3, 2009.    
Beginning March 2, ten young artists will be engaged in a six-week art course with VSA arts-registered Master Artist, Luella Pavey, at Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital. Pavey is an experienced visual artist, educator and mentor with an extensive background in community engagement through the arts.  Ms. Pavey will lead the children through a myriad of visual art exercises, giving them tools for expression through various media. 
After completing the six-week instructional course, the children will be paired with professional artists from our region, for a two-hour collaborative session.  The 2009 “Side by Side” collaborative artists are:   Laura Bischoff, Melody Bock, Jan Durham, Georgia Henkel, Jarah Jones, Sarah Marie Miller, Stephen Moore, Luella Pavey, Amy Wells-Barnes and Steve Wilson.  The collaborative sessions are scheduled for Tuesday, April 21 and Wednesday, April 22 at Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital.  The students and professional artists will work, side by side, to produce a piece of art reflective of the adult artist’s medium.   
Participating collaborative artists have been asked to create a piece of their own for the culminating exhibition.  These works, alongside an original piece created by each child during the six-week instructional period, as well as the collaborative pieces, will be displayed at LAL @ DAC.  
 “Side by Side” is generously funded by VSA arts of Kentucky and produced in partnership by LAL and Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital. For more information contact Kandace Tatum Potter, LAL Marketing Director at 859.254.7024 or by email at ktatum@lexingtonartleague.org.

VSA arts is an international nonprofit organization founded in 1974 to create a society where people with disabilities learn through, participate in and enjoy the arts. “Side by Side” is one of the many VSA funded programs that showcases the accomplishments of artists with disabilities.  

In 2008, “Side by Side” was awarded both national and regional awards of excellence in the areas of healthcare, community, and education.  Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Center received the “Consumer First” MediStar Award in late March. At the National VSA Arts Conference, VSA arts of Kentucky was honored with the “Award of Excellence in Educational Programming” and LAL, Cardinal Hill Rehabilitation Hospital and VSA arts of Kentucky received an award for “Outstanding Community Partner” for the program.

####
All Lexington Art League programs are made possible through the generous support of LexArts. LexArts allocation of $52,500 represents the largest single donation to the operations of the Lexington Art League.  The Kentucky Arts Council, the state arts agency, supports the Lexington Art League with state tax dollars and federal funding from the National Endowment for the Arts, which believes that a great nation deserves great art.  
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